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A very Joyful Christmas and a Peaceful, Happy 

and Healthy New Year to you all! 
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Advent and Christmas 2021 

Great joy for all the people  

 

    But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people…” 
Luke 2:10 (NRSV) 
 

    Recognising everyone’s fatigue and the Covid-related 
uncertainty that surrounds the approach of Christmas, this year 
the Methodist Church is encouraging congregations to simply 
reach out to their communities with the angel’s message – to 
near neighbours and to people living on the margins. To 
reconnect and assure everyone that the Methodist Church is 
praying for them and cares about their community and 

concerns. 
 

To help us to pray 
and connect with our 
c o m m u n i t y  t h i s 
Christmas, the Methodist 
Church have a number of 
resources available, all 
featuring Nativity, a 
painting by Dr He Qi – a 
Chinese artist living in 
California, USA. 
 

    These include: God's 
Table: An Invitation to 
All - Christmas CD.  

Following the phenomenal success of the 2020 Christmas CD, 
the Methodist Church have another FREE CD of seasonal music 
and conversation for you to share, all copyright cleared (P&P 
charges apply).  
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God in Love Unites us 
 

Northstead Church Council will have a vote as to whether 
marriages take place between one man and one woman, or any 
two people.  The decision is for the Church Council to make, 
after listening to the opinions of the congregation. 

 

A date will be chosen for an open discussion. Emma and her 
colleagues will be sharing in leading these.  If you want to 
attend,  please let Emma or one of the stewards know so we can 
ensure you know when the meeting is. 

Christmas Resources prepared by the District 
 

Our Digital Communications Enabler has prepared some  
Advent and Christmas graphics for 2021 that can be 
incorporated into local events, based on an adapted form of the 
Methodist Church’s Christmas Campaign “Great joy for all the 

people”.  Elliott explains: “I have tried to show that we are a 
church that cares about its community, often providing practical 
support through running local food banks, uniform banks, 
community events, coffee mornings, fundraising, support for 
the elderly, caring about the environment, and social justice etc.  
I hope the designs are useful, versatile, and accessible to local 
churches as you reach out to your communities this Advent and 
Christmas, to those on the margins, and in new places for new 
people.” 
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Next News 
 

The next Northstead News will be published at the end of 
January.  Please hand your items to Ros by January 23rd. 

 

Our thanks as ever to Diane and to all our distributors and 
deliverers. 
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Scarborough Sparkle Event 
 

Churches Together in Scarborough have booked a 30-minute 
slot at SCARBOROUGH SPARKLE at the Open Air Theatre 
from 7.30 to 8 p.m. on Saturday, November 27th, as we have in 
the last few years.  We need to get as many Christians as 
possible across Scarborough to sing for joy and for Jesus, as we 
give the real message of Christmas in familiar carols.  

 

We would like to know numbers, especially of musicians, so 
we can make this a really great event.  Singers and 
instrumentalists, please contact Rev John Hartley, Chair of 
CTIS, at rev_john_hartley@yahoo.co.uk  

Christmas at Northstead 
 

     Our thanks to all those who helped with the 
Christmas Coffee morning, when we raised just 
over £ 300 for Church funds while enjoying a 
very happy social occasion! 
 

      On Advent Sunday, November 28th, Rev. 
Emma Morgan will lead a Communion service at 10.30 a.m. 
 

      Our Carol Service will be on December 19th at 3 p.m.  
followed by tea and mince pies. Please note there will be no 

morning service on that day. 
 

      Christmas Day all-age worship will be at 10 a.m. and there 
will be no morning service on Boxing Day. 
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Presbyter Appointments 
 

Following the visit to our circuit on Wednesday 10th 
November by the Rev Harold Stuteley and his wife Glynis, and 
a meeting of the Circuit Invitations Committee, Rev. Stuteley 
was offered, and has accepted, the post of presbyter  from 1st 
September 2022, subject to Conference approval.  He will be 
primarily lead minister for Cayton, Filey and Seamer Methodist 
Churches, and have pastoral oversight of Cross Hill, Hunmanby 
and Ayton Methodist Churches.  Our thoughts and prayers will 
be with Rev. Stuteley and Glynis as we look forward to 
welcoming them to our church family. 

 

Rev. Jo Clare-Young has accepted a call to move and will be 
leaving her role at Emmanuel St John’s at the end of December 
2021.  We wish Rev. Jo well in her new appointment. 

Creating Safer Space Advanced Module 

online training 
 

One further session has now been planned, prior to face-to-
face training resuming from February.  Please book on one of 
the time-slots using the appropriate Eventbrite link.  You will 
receive access to the self-study materials on Theology X around 
a month before. 

 

Bookings will close on December 11th for the Zoom session 
on January 11th, 10 a.m. to 12 noon, to allow everyone enough 
time to receive and complete the self-study material before the 
session.  The Zoom link will be sent nearer the time. 

Thank you 

Our thanks to all those who have taken part in the recent 
local worship services arranged by Ruth and Diane.  How lovely 
to know we have a wealth of people ready and able to take part 
in worship so willingly! 
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A reflection on Prayer 

 by Anne Bell (trainee preacher in Bridlington) 
 

‘And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t 
know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with 
groanings that cannot be expressed in words. And the Father who knows all 
hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers  

in harmony with God’s own will’. Romans 8:26-27 (NLT) 
 

I have to admit that I have been struggling recently with prayer. I 
have found that I have not got the words to pray for the people and 
complex situations that are heavy on my heart.  As a local preacher in 
training, I have been studying a section called ‘Looking at God 
myself’, which has encouraged me to look further into how the Holy 
Spirit helps us in prayer. We know the Holy Spirit as the third person 
of the Trinity, who intercedes for us and translates our limited 
vocabulary so that God understands our deepest feelings. The Holy 
Spirit moved over the waters at the start of creation, descended on 
Jesus at His baptism and filled the disciples with power to become 
evangelists, as recorded in Acts. It is the Ruach, the breath of God, 
which inspires a preacher, connects with our disconnected thoughts 
and brings gifts for individuals and the church.  

 

In our prayers, we rely on our own limited human language. Any 
language used to describe God, the Three in One, limits the extent of 
his vastness, restricts us to gender specifics and encourages preference 
for different aspects of God. However, we have no other method to 
use but words. The Holy Spirit as intercessor and translator of these 
words is a beautiful image. In prayer we usually direct requests to 
God and Jesus, we ask the Holy Spirit for support, inspiration, power, 
understanding and love, but do not pray directly to the Holy Spirit. 
'There are different ways the Spirit works. But the same God is working in all 
these ways and in all people. The Holy Spirit is given to each of us in a 
special way, which is for the good of all.' (1 Corinthians 12:6-7). Paul goes 
on to list the gifts of the Spirit which are all of equal importance for 
the good of the church.  

 

In his book ‘How to Pray - a simple guide for normal people', Pete 
Greg says ‘Our Father in heaven doesn't get distracted by our 
scribbled words and squiggled thoughts. He isn't impressed by the 
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dictionaries and lectionaries we hurl at the sky. Instead, he explores 
our hearts with infinite affection to discern the kind of day we've had, 
the way we are really feeling and the weird little obsessions buzzing 
around our heads like bluebottles in a jar.’ 

 

On the BBC’s Pause for Thought in October 2005 Rowan Williams 
used the image of sunbathing to illustrate how we encounter God in 
prayer:  “… there’s something about sunbathing that tells us more about 
what prayer is like than any amount of religious jargon. When you’re lying 
on the beach, something is happening, something that has nothing to do with 
how you feel or how hard you’re trying. You’re not going to get a better tan 
by screwing up your eyes and concentrating….  All you have to do is turn 
up. And then things change, at their own pace. You simply have to be 
there….  Give the time and let go of trying hard.  God is there always. You 
don’t need to fight for his attention or make yourself acceptable. He’s glad to 
see you. And he’ll make a difference while you’re not watching, just by 
radiating who and what he is in your direction. All he asks is that you stay 
there with him for a while, in the light. For the rest, you just trust him to get 
on with it.” 

 

So it’s not about us deserving God's love and attention, but that we 
are loved and have God's attention. All we need is to be in the light. I 
love the analogy and the emphasis Rowan Williams places on God, 
not us!  I am developing prayer times when I can just sit with God. It 
resonates with things I have learnt from the Iona Community worship 
books and the Northumbrian services I follow.  I need to remind 
myself that prayer is not just a time for my ‘shopping list’ of requests 
even if they are for the ill and needy, the environment, different 
nations, the church, my family, my health, your health, and, and, 
and….  These are important prayers too, but when I have run out of 
words I need to remind myself that prayer is time with my loving 
God, who knows and sees me. The Holy Spirit, my beautiful 
translator, can interpret my clumsy words, my half-thought sentences 
and I am understood!  



Mental Health First Aid (Adults) 
 

Training on Mental Health First Aid (adults) is now available 
There are a number of opportunities to take part, but places are 
limited so early booking is advised.  Courses are in person or 
online.  In-person courses are over two days and you need to 
attend both days.  The online course is made up of four sessions, 
the first on November 29th, followed by 2nd, 6th and 9th 
December, all from 7 to 9.30 p.m.  You will need to attend all 
four sessions and complete around 1.5 hours of self-guided 
learning before Session 1 and between sessions. 

   

The cost of the course is £ 30.  This covers the price of the 
course materials, which will be posted to you, and the 
Eventbrite fees.  This training has a recommended retail price of 
£300, so the Methodist Church is getting this for a fantastic 
price.  If you want to know more about Mental Health First Aid, 
visit the MHFA website, and to book a place, contact Carla 
Quenet :- quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk   

A Prayer for Christmas 
 

 Loving Lord,  
 

As we celebrate your son, born in a stable, far from his family 
home, we pray for all those who will be sleeping rough, in the 
streets or on park benches this Christmas and during the winter, 
and those who have been forced to leave their homes behind 
due to famine, terrorism or conflict.   

 

As we enjoy time with family and friends, we pray for those 
who will be alone and lonely. 

 

As we share good food, lovingly prepared for us, we pray for 
the many in your world who will be hungry, and those who are 
unable to provide for their families.   

 

Be with all your people, and lead us to find ways to help and 
support them, in whatever way we can. 
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