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The New Normal 
 

As lockdown starts to ease gradually, we begin to look 
forward to the “new normal”.  Included with this issue, you will 
find a questionnaire asking for your views on how soon we 
should return to regular Sunday services.  Please fill it in and 
return it, to help in the important decision–making to come. 

 

In the meantime, many of us have enjoyed services online, 
led by Revs. Emma and Graham and others, worship from 
Queen Street and other churches, as well as televised services.  
I’ve enjoyed the challenging and thoughtful preaching, and 
singing along to the hymns—just hope the neighbours couldn’t 
hear me!  Our thanks to all those involved. 

 

So how have you spent lockdown?  Some of us have sewn 
scrubs for the NHS locally, as well as face coverings for hospital 
and care home staff, friends and family.  Others have returned 
to forgotten hobbies or taken up new ones.  Books have been 
read, jigsaws completed, games played, family histories traced, 
new recipes tried out. 

 

But for many, one of the best things to happen in the last 3  
months has been the way people have looked out for friends 
and neighbours, for the elderly and the vulnerable.  Individuals 
and organisations have offered support wherever it was 
needed.  I pray that the “new normal” will embrace the “recent 
strange”, encouraging us to care for each other day by day. 



From our Minister 
 

 Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
 

    “Summer suns are glowing over land and sea, happy 
light is flowing bountiful and free; everything rejoices 
in the mellow rays, all earth’s thousand voice swell the 
psalm of praise.” 
 

    Verse one of a hymn which is a favourite of my husband’s, 
written by William Walsham How who lived in the 19th 
Century (1823-97).  His early life was spent in Shrewsbury.  
Aged 23 he was ordained as an Anglican Priest.  He had a 
pastor’s heart.  Serving in the East End, he sought to help the 
children, and was instrumental in setting up a Deaconess 
Community.  He wrote many hymns, founded the first public 
library in Oswestry and was a keen amateur botanist.  We still 
sing some of his hymns today; one in our Singing the Faith 
hymnbook is ‘For all the saints, who from their labours rest.’ 
 

     We’ve heard from the government that churches can open in 
July.  We are in conversation, working on how, and looking to 
have a measured and clear approach to this that we can manage 
and sustain.  Please be patient as we work towards this.  One 
question is, can we sing hymns?  The variety of online worship 
offered from our circuit has included some hymn singing.  You 
may sing along to the hymns on the television service 
broadcasts, perhaps Songs of Praise.  There may be some of you 
who enjoy playing music and hymns through a variety of 
music , or you just start singing where you are because you want 
to. A number of songs of praise have been put together online 
and those of you who have joined in have been glad, and in need 
of refreshment afterwards. 
 

     Over the last four months in my letters I’ve focused on 
community, sewing, books and reading and this month is 
favourite hymns.  Hymn words can refresh us, remind us, 
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strengthen us, warm us, inspire and even fill us with joy.  There 
can be a refreshment received from singing. 
 

I do hear those who say look after yourselves at this time, 
don’t wear yourself out.  For all that is not happening in our 
church buildings, my workload has not lessened, at times it feels 
heavier than ever. This time is tiring.  Many of you may be 
feeling tired, worn out. Changes in what is permitted can be 
daunting.  Perhaps you are no longer shielding, but many of 
you will still need to shield.  We continue to want to stay safe 
and well, as well as enjoying links we can make with family or 
friends.  It is good for us to find refreshment.  The Sewing Bee 
has finished, I have thoroughly enjoyed that.  I’m now reading 
“Elizabeth is Missing” by Emma Healey and working my way 
slowly through handmade Christmas gifts for family, things 
that give me refreshment along with the joy of worship, hymn 
singing and music.  Are you making time to be refreshed?  What 
hymn or hymns help you?  Psalm 59:17  You are my strength, I 
sing praise to you; you, God, are my fortress, my God on whom I can 
rely. 
 

     May your hearts keep singing praises.  Thank you for your 
companionship. 
 

 With love in Christ 
 

      Emma. 

A message from Marjorie Dobson 
 

 There will be a hymn published every day in July, as a 
reflection with a prayer  and a recording of the sung hymn to 
listen to. You will also be able to download a pdf of the 
reflection if you wish to keep it.  There may be a favourite you 
would like to share with us when we eventually are able to sing 
together again.  The link below will take you to the website,  
https://hymnsocietygbi.org.uk 
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6 Reasons to buy Fairtrade 

Chocolate! 
 

    Tuesday, July 7th was World Chocolate 

Day, a celebration of one of mankind’s 
greatest inventions, so here are some reasons 
to enjoy chocolate while ensuring a better life 
for those who provide it for us. 
 

    1. Fairtrade certified farmers are empowered to organise 
democratically and become more sustainable.  Farmers in co-
operatives have more resources and more negotiating power, 
resulting in higher incomes.  The Fairtrade West Africa Cocoa 
Programme provides training, so farmers can learn more  about 
financial management, good agricultural practices, health and 
safety and gender rights.  
 

    2. Fairtrade guarantees farmers a financial safety net.  
Farmers are guaranteed a price that supports production costs.  
The Fairtrade Minimum Price was recently increased by 20%. 
 

    3. Fairtrade co-operatives earn and control a Premium on top 
of the Fairtrade minimum price.  This also increased by 20% last 
year.  Co-ops decide how to invest it in projects of their choice. 
In 2018, Fairtrade co-ops earned more than €44 million in 
Premium.  What do they spend it on? The biggest categories are 
investments in the co-ops themselves and services to farmers, 
including cash payments and provision of tools and equipment.  
Some co-ops use it to expand their businesses and develop their 
communities. One co-op in Honduras built their own chocolate 
factory!  A cocoa producer group in Côte d’Ivoire was able to 
install pumps and build new classrooms for their communities. 
What’s most important is that it’s the farmers who decide. 
 

   4. Women cocoa farmers are growing as business owners and 

leaders.  The Fairtrade Women’s School of Leadership in Côte 
d’Ivoire is training women cocoa farmers developing as leaders 
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 in their communities.  The year-long programme provides skills 
in finance, negotiation and decision-making, and builds a 
support community.  Fairtrade Standards include gender 
equality, and encourage formation of Women’s Committees to 
address the issues faced by women farmers. Lucia Mansaray, 
chair of Ngoleagorbu cocoa co-op’s Fairtrade Premium 
Committee in Sierra Leone, says “Women now take part in 
leadership roles and have key responsibilities. That would never 
have happened before.”  
 

   5. Farmers can make progress toward living incomes.  In 
West Africa, the majority of cocoa farmers still live in poverty, 
driven by small farm sizes, low productivity and low global 
prices.  Fairtrade farmers are not immune, since many co-ops 
can only sell a portion of their harvest on Fairtrade terms.  
Fairtrade is committed to enabling cocoa farmers to earn living 
incomes, and working to lobby governments to require 
companies to take action on living income.  A study of Ivorian 
cocoa farming families has been commissioned to find out what 
still needs to be done  Together with farmers themselves, 
chocolate brands, and other sustainability committed partners, 
we will make living incomes the norm, not the exception. 
 

    6. There’s a lot of deliciousness to choose from!  Fairtrade 
certified chocolate producers are found in more than 20 
countries, primarily in West Africa but also in the Dominican 
Republic, Peru, Ecuador and more. The majority of Fairtrade 
cocoa comes from Côte d’Ivoire (about 80%), while most organic 
Fairtrade cocoa comes from Latin America.  So whether you’re 
looking for baking chocolate, cocoa powder, or specialty origins, 
the more than 320,000 cocoa farmers in the Fairtrade system 
have you covered. 
 

    Chocolate is delicious – but fair and sustainable chocolate 
tastes so much better.  So grab your favourite Fairtrade 
chocolate today and enjoy! 
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Family News 
 

Congratulations and good wishes to Eileen Prentice, who 
celebrates a BIG birthday this month.  Love and best wishes too, 
to Chris Macer, recovering from a broken elbow. 

 

    The family of Muriel Flinton tell us that Muriel died on 29th 
June, aged 98 years.  She continued to enjoy receiving church 
family news and remembered those from Wesley 
Church.  Muriel’s funeral will take place on Friday, July 17th. 
Due to the current restrictions, this will be for family members 
only.  We shall be holding them in prayer at this time.  If anyone 
would like to message the family please contact her 
granddaughter Jane Grundy, janeecartwright@hotmail.com  
 

We’ve just heard that Brian Prentice has had a fall and is 
awaiting surgery.  Please remember Brian and Eileen in your 
prayers.  

A prayer for others 
 

     We pray for all in authority, in this country and throughout 
the world, that they will be respectfully conscious of the weight 
on their shoulders, and that they will act responsibly for the 
people they serve.  We pray for them in their personal lives, 
with the worries and cares that only they see. 
 

    We pray for our friends, family, colleagues.  We pray that as 
we walk alongside them, you will use us to bring them close to 
you, and they will learn of your love, O Lord.   

   We pray that we might be sensitive to the needs of those 
around us – the people we see every day, perhaps as fleetingly 
as at the shops, or in the bus queue.  We have no idea what 
burdens they are carrying, or if they need a kind word from you 
that only we can give.  We pray that we will see the positive in 
people, even when it’s hard, and reach out to encourage them. 
 Amen  

mailto:janeecartwright@hotmail.com


President of the Conference 

 

Rev. Richard Teal, the superintendent of the Driffield-
Hornsea Circuit in our district, was inducted as the President for 
2020-21 at the Methodist Conference and  Carolyn Lawrence  as 
Vice President.  Their inaugural addresses can be found  at 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-
conference/conference-2020/presidency/  

Next News 
 

Your next edition of Northstead News will be published 
around the middle of August.  Items to be included should be 
handed to Ros by Sunday, August 9th, please. 

Our thanks, as ever, to all those who have been printing and 
distributing the newsletter in the present difficult circumstances. 




