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From All We Can 
 

Can you imagine having 
to face Coronavirus without 
access to running water and 

soap? In cramped and unhygienic conditions, where social 
distancing simply isn’t possible? 

 

This is the reality facing people living in some of the world’s 
poorest communities right now.  All We Can and the Methodist 
Church in Britain have launched an Emergency Coronavirus 
Appeal, to help equip vulnerable communities across the globe 
to combat Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For communities with 
weaker healthcare systems, or who lack access to clean water 
and handwashing facilities, the impact of Coronavirus will be 
catastrophic. That’s why we’re asking: please do all that you can 
to help save lives today. 

 

All We Can have prepared some devotional materials that 
you may wish to use to help you reflect, pray and stay 
connected. See www.allwecan.org.uk/resources/all-things-hold
-together-responding-to-coronavirus/  Whether or not you use 
these materials, you are invited to join in at 1:17 pm every day, 
when the All We Can team is committing to pray for our world, 
for each other, and for all affected by coronavirus, drawing 
inspiration from Colossians 1:17-  ‘In Christ, all things hold 

 Continued on page 6



From our Minister 
  

 Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

I am currently reading a book written by Mitch Albom with 
the title ‘The Five People you meet in Heaven’.  It was first 
published in 2003 and part of the opening paragraph reads ‘all 
endings are also beginnings.  We just don’t know it at the time.’  I am 
enjoying reading this, creating the physical look of the 
characters in my mind as I enter a fictional world which could 
readily resonate with many of us in one way or another. 

 

An end is also a beginning.  Sunday, 31st May was Pentecost 
Sunday.  Our month ended as we remembered a new beginning 
in the life of the Christian Church.  The coming of the Holy 
Spirit, the advocate, the helper, which Jesus said would come,  
came and the early church believers were transformed. The 
Holy Spirit came with what looked like tongues of fire!  A 
strong wind!  

 

The spirit is unseen as the wind, yet the power, the warmth, 
the soothing presence, the warming of the heart felt by John 
Wesley, are all signs that the Holy Spirit is real and at work in 
the world and in those who are willing to let the Spirit in.  With 
that first Pentecost came a worldwide change as the spirit was 
set free to move wherever it chose to, wherever it was 
summoned, prayed for by men, women and children who 
sought a deeper experience, craved a deeper faith, a closer 
experience of the Lord in their life and the lives of others.  

 

Jesus ascended back into heaven, he was no longer on earth, 
his time on earth had ended bringing forth a new beginning, 
and that new beginning brought life in the spirit. 
 

We continue with an end to life as it was, believing that there 
will be an end to the Covid 19 pandemic but that end time is 
unknown.  While we wait what do you pray for, back to how 
things were or a new beginning?  No matter how similar life 



might be, it can and will never be the same.  We are all being 
changed by life now.  What are those changes which you notice 
are for the better?  The book gives characters and how their lives 
may have intertwined in life, how events and people affect and 
shape each other.  The book is a work of fiction, but it is 
certainly making me think.  How much more then will the Holy 
Spirit shape me, shape you?  I believe in the Holy Spirit as truth, 
real and at work in us making our hearts strangely warm as 
John Wesley experienced on 24th May 1738.  As a new month 
begins, what hopes do you have?  What new thing might you 
discover that will bring joy, warmth, a deeper faith, a 
transformation? How can an end also be a beginning?   

 

Acts 13:52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit.  Thank you for your faithfulness. 

 

 With love in Christ 
 

  Emma. 

Looking Forward… 
 

We still don’t know when we will be able to return to church 
but hope you are all able to worship in some way whether on 
TV or Utube etc.  Thanks to Hilary Sims at South Cliff, services 
are now available as audio CDs. If you haven’t been able to 
access the services electronically and would appreciate the 
opportunity to listen to them on CD, please contact Graham or 
Emma by email or phone and they will send some CDs by post. 

 

We’ve been able to do a bit of tidying up in the Church 
gardens but there’s still plenty for any willing volunteers to do, 
although we need some rain to soften the soil first. 

 

Pre-school are following government guidelines and plan to 
reopen soon.  The hall, kitchen, toilets and corridors have all had 
a professional deep clean and the hot and cold water systems 
have been disinfected. 



When We Face an Unknown Future 

 

When we face an unknown future that we can't imagine yet, 
when the closeness we have treasured turns from blessing into  
         threat — 
As we miss our friends and loved ones, as we crave community, 
may we look, God, in this season, for a whole new way to be. 
 

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within. 
There he met such trial and conflict; there he knew you were  
         with him. 
In this time of separation when we miss the life we've known, 
may we hear your voice proclaiming: "I am here! You're not  
         alone." 
 

May we cherish those around us as we never have before. 
May we think much less of profit; may we learn what matters  
         more. 
May we hear our neighbours' suffering; may we see our   
        neighbours' pain. 
May we learn new ways of offering life and health and hope  
         again. 
 

God, when illness comes to threaten, and when so much here  
         goes wrong, 
may we know this thing for certain — that your love is sure and 
         strong. 
You're beside us in our suffering — and when times are surely  
         tough, 
we may face an unknown future, but it's filled, Lord, with your  
         love. 

****************************************************************** 
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Who doesn’t love a Book? 
 

Duncan has suggested we might like to start a Book Club, 
“when this is all over” as we keep saying.  Lots of people have 
been telling me about books they are reading and have read 
recently and it appears we have many avid readers among us, 
especially in this time of lockdown. 

 

Emma has told us about “Five People you meet in Heaven”, 
and she’s also read “The Spy” by Danielle Steel.  Both Rev. 
Graham Morgan and Sandra recommend Michelle Obama’s 
book “Becoming”, which is on my list to read, when I’ve 
finished Mary Beard’s history of ancient Rome “SPQR”, which 
sounds really boring, but is fascinating if you like history.  I had 
3 books as Mothering Sunday gifts, all of which got polished off 
quite quickly when lockdown started!  I can particularly 
recommend crime fans to go for “The Truth about the Henry 
Quebert Affair” by Joel Dicker—lots of twists and turns in the 
plot, so you never what’s going to happen next! 

 

Ann enjoys Santa Montefiore’s books, a mix of history, 
romance and holiday destinations she’s been to! Are there any 
she hasn’t been to, we ask!  Helen is working her way through 
Elizabeth Jane Howard’s “Cazalet Chronicles”, a family saga of 
five books set in the 1930s to 1950s.  Ruth has just reread “A 
Town like Alice” by Neville Shute, and also mentions “Goodbye 
Liverpool” by Anne Baker. 

 

Duncan himself suggests “2666” by Robert Bolano, and 
“Elizabeth”, a biography of Elizabeth Taylor.  He also writes 
novels, his latest is “Nash County”, featuring a country music 
star from a humble Yorkshire background. 

 

If there’s enough interest in a book club, we’ll see what we 
can organise, probably in September. Talk to Ros, Ruth or 
Duncan, if you’d like to join.  

 
 



together ’ . 
This can be 

found live on the All We Can 
Facebook page. 
    If you can, please continue to 
support the work of All We Can.  You 
can donate online and you can also 
donate over the phone by calling one 
of the friendly Supporter Care team on 
+44 (0)20 7467 5132. For more 
information about the Emergency 
Coronavirus Appeal, you can  visit the 
website or email 
info@allwecan.org.uk.  Please mention 
Northstead/Wreyfield Drive when 
making a donation and help us reach 
our target as a Partner Church. 

Continued from page 1. 

Fairtrade News 
 

Since lockdown started, Diane and Ros have 
been keeping an eye on our stock of Fairtrade 
items in the Church cupboard to make sure 
that the products do not go past their “best 
before” date before we can hold a Fairtrade 

stall again.  Last month we donated some items to the Rainbow 
Centre, to be made up into food parcels for those in need. 

 

If you want any Fairtrade products, please have a word with  
either of us, and we will try to supply you, although that 
depends on what we have in stock at the time, and whether we 
can enter the Church building.  We hope to be able to run a stall 
before too long, but in the meantime, I will be happy to order 
items if enough people want them. 

Family News 
 

   Happy birthday 
and congratulations 
to Maurice, Sandra, 
Joyce and our 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
Minister Graham, 
who have  a l l 
celebrated or are 
about to celebrate 
significant birthdays 
– 60, 70 and 80 but 
I’ll leave you to 
guess which is 
which! 



From Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, President of the 

Methodist Conference, 2nd June 2020. 
 

     It is with outrage and deep sorrow that we have witnessed 
the recent brutal killing of George Floyd in the United States. 
But outrage and sorrow are not a sufficient response to racism 
and inequality in society. How to begin a process of change? It 
starts with self-examination and listening to the people whose 
lives are affected by discrimination and hate. 
     This week I received these words from a Methodist living in 
south London: “The young people whom I have worked with 
for over the last 15 years have felt the impact of racism in every 
institution they have been part of from schools, to university, to 
various work places, and other than local support and informal 
church networks they have not found the Methodist Church as a 
place that speaks up for them.” 
     As your President, I start by saying I am sorry. Sorry for 
being silent when we should have spoken out against the 
everyday injustices that affect BAME communities. I am sorry 
that, despite our efforts, we have not done enough for those 
who feel excluded and we need to do better. We know this 
includes people of all ages from the Windrush generation to the 
very young. I am sorry when we have not listened carefully 
enough and not challenged the assumptions of white privilege 
and bias. Repentance can lead us to change, to embody a 
gracious, loving spirit of inclusion and understanding. There is 
no excuse for racism. All people are made in God’s image. We 
are one body in Christ Jesus. I hope we can listen more carefully 
to the voices of BAME members, especially younger people, 
who face racism, discrimination and violence on a daily basis. 
Then our Church must be brave, speak out, speak up and 
challenge racism wherever we find it, especially when we find it 
in ourselves. I have been in contact with the Vice-President who 
joins me in supporting this statement. 



Thank you 
 

Our thanks as ever to those who distribute our newsletter.  
You may not be aware that during this period of lockdown, 
while Basics Plus, our usual printers, have been closed, several 
of our Church members, as well as delivering the newsletters, 
have actually been printing them at home, using their own ink 
and paper.  We are very grateful for this help. 

 

That is the main reason we have cut the newsletter down to 
a minimum possible number of pages to save expense.  
However some people, on realising this, have generously made 
donations to support the newsletter, enabling us to increase the 
number of pages this month, and we send them our thanks.  If 
you would like, and are able, to help in this way, please send 
your gift to Ros or Diane.  Thank you. 

 

Next News 
 

Our next newsletter will be published around the beginning 
of July.  If you have any items you would like to see included, 
please send them to Ros at the email address or phone number 
on the front page.  I look forward to hearing from you! 


