
Northstead News 
 

The magazine of Northstead Methodist Church 

May 2020 
 

Minister: Rev. E. Morgan.      Editor: Mrs. R. Maynard 
Tel. 361214.         rosamondmaynard64@gmail.com 
emma.morgan@methodist.org.uk                           Tel. 351337 

Lockdown Reflections! 

from Keith Taylor  
 

Scarborough never more beautiful - a time for reflection - 
how lucky to be alive - lovely weather - birds singing - so 
peaceful and everybody friendly. Walking on empty beaches 
hoping to lose weight, but instead getting an appetite for the 
new online farm shop pies ! 

 

Car going nowhere - will need a satnav to find Whitby when 
this is all over.  Instead a time to do all those jobs that never get 
done and at last old family photographs sorted.  If only names 
and dates had been written on the back, and how we have 
deteriorated with age!  No football to watch but how much 
better my team plays and golf improves in my dreams.  What 
day is it anyway - at least that is known once a week thanks to 
the innovative online Sunday Service. 

 

Can do WhatsApp, Zoom and Conference Calls now, so can 
see and talk to family and join in with Northstead Chat but 
nothing beats meeting face to face.  Hopefully the lockdown will 
be over soon for us, but for many still grieving lives lost, this 
remains a terrible time. 

 

Yes, we are the lucky ones - our lives will have changed too, 
but may we learn from all this to be kinder in spirit towards 
each other in future. 

 

  



From our Minister 
 

 Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
   April has been and gone and the month of May is here.  A 
month I love as it usually gives us great weather, it’s the month 
of my late father’s birth and many family celebrate birthdays. 

 

The gathering aspect of togetherness is still not easy to get to 
grips with.  Some of you have recently experienced the death of 
dearly loved family members, the gatherings are small and 
though shared, not being able to be physically together is 
immensely hard.  Gathering together to share cake and candles 
for birthdays, the change to the VE Day remembrance reminds 
us of living life differently. 

 

What memories are you making that will lift your spirits in 
days to come? How are you faring? 

 

Thank you to our pastoral visitors who continue to care, and 
for your continued care for one another.  If you would like help 
do ask, do ring.  We continue to be here for you and with you.  

Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And 
the best of the three is love. 

Thank you for your extraordinary love. 
 

 With love in Christ, 
 

      Emma 

Group Reports 
 

     Please can group leaders send their reports for the annual 
booklet to Helen via email/post by Bank Holiday Monday, 25th 
May, email helenharron87@gmail.com  Tell the church what 
your group has been doing, celebrate achievements, publicise 
events or appeal for volunteers. 
 

The General Church meeting will take place when we are 
able to meet together again. 

mailto:helenharron87@gmail.com


From Rev Leslie Newton, District Chair 
 

"In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity." 2 Cor 8:2. 

This is an extraordinary verse, providing an inspiring 
example of faithful living.  In my Synod talk I encouraged us all 
to be financially generous, as we're able, in three directions: 

 

1.  to your local foodbank or community initiative serving 
those in need where you live. 

2.  supporting global work to alleviate the effects of Covid 19. 
The All We Can appeal is a great option. 

3. giving a love gift to your local church. We want the  
witness and mission of our churches to be strong in these days, 
and as we face future challenges and opportunities.  Please do 
enable your local church to be well resourced and equipped.  
 

And of course our generosity isn't just about money; thank 
you for all the ways in which you are being generous with your 
love, care, prayers, time and energy. 

Money Matters 
 

Gift Day—Many thanks to all those who helped at, and 
supported, our Gift Day.  The Coffee Morning and Lunch raised 
£234.75 for Church funds and Gift Day itself raised £2,230.   

 

Giving—Thanks to all our members and friends who have 
made a commitment to giving to Northstead through Direct 
Debit.  If you are missing our usual weekly collections, you 
might like to give a monthly amount by Direct Debit.  If so, 
please contact Elizabeth on 352901 for the details you need. 
 

Christian Aid Week—the emphasis for 2020 is Climate Crisis. 
We cannot hold our usual fund-raising events this year, so if you 
wish to contribute to Christian Aid, visit caweek.org.  Please 
don’t send cheques as there will be no one in the local offices. 



  
And People Stayed Home 

 

And people stayed home 
and read books and listened and rested and exercised 
and made art and played and learned new ways of being 
and stopped and listened deeper. 
Someone meditated, someone prayed 
someone danced, someone met their shadow 
and people began to think differently 
and people healed 
and in the absence of people who lived in ignorant ways, 
dangerous, meaningless and heartless, 
even the earth began to heal 
and when the danger ended 
and people found each other, they grieved for the dead people 
and they made new choices and dreamed of new visions 
and created new ways of life 
and healed the earth completely 
just as they were healed themselves. 

*************************************************************** 

My thanks to Jan for this lovely poem by Kathleen O’Meara, 

written in 1869, after the famine in Ireland, but so appropriate 

just now. 

Family News 
 

   We were very sad to hear of the 
death of Marjorie Hartley, for 
many years one of our pastoral 
visitors.  Our love and prayers are 
with Trevor and all the family. 
 

    We also remember in our 
prayers Frank Scales, following 
the death of his son Michael. 

Church rotas 
 

Although we don’t 
know when we will be 
able to meet together, Ann 
is keen to produce the new 
rotas for June to August.  
Please let her know of any 
dates you will not be 
available. 


